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WASHINGTON, 
D.C. — In 1979 Dr. 
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Eleven years later, he still does. Only 
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As assistant secretary for health in the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Mason is now charged with di- 
recting the country’s public-health ser- 
vice. That includes about 40,000 employ- 
ees, a budget of almost $15 billion and 
the country’s seven pre-eminent health 
agencies. 

The national Centers for Disease Con- 
trol; National Institutes of Health; Food 
and Drug Administration; Alcohol, Drug 
Abuse and Mental Health Administra- 
tion; Indian Health Services; Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry; 
and the Health Resources and Services 
Administration are under his supervi- 
sion. 


And the challenges they face — smok- 
ino AIDS. drug abuse. innovative re- 
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James Mason, a veteran administrator, is charged with directing the country’s public-health service. 


Utah’s ex-health chief still has hands full 


search, infant mortality, uninsurable citi- 
zens — are his. 

Yet Mason, a veteran administrator, 
has masterfully weathered his first year 
as assistant secretary — a post that he 
kiddingly reports “has an average tenure 
of 20 months.” 

Except for the whitening of Mason’s 
hair, the 60-year-old Utahn (and father 
of seven) doesn’t look any older than he 
did 11 years ago. Or hassled. 

Nor is he less compassionate toward 
America’s sick and needy. 

But the soft-spoken physician-adminis- 
trator is more deliberate in speaking his 
mind, regardless of the controversy. As a 
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Q. Should travel restrictions be im- 
posed on HIV-infected persons? 


A. “I believe there should be free 
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legislators, county commissioners, 
mayors are going to have to be will- 
ing to put the needed resources into 
public health. It will pay off.” 


2 compact cars collide head on 
in S.L., injuring 2 men, woman 


Three people were injured Sun- 
day night in a head-on collision of 
two compact cars at 1190 S. 300 
East. 


Police Lt. Tom Brown said a 
northbound car driven by Viktor 
Dmitriyev, 34, Salt Lake City, 
crossed over into the southbound 
lane of traffic and hit a car driven by 
Robert L. Roybal, 40, also of Salt 
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Lake City. The accident occurred at 
6:20 p.m. 

Dmitriyev, a Russian emigre, was 
taken to LDS Hospital, where he was 
listed in serious condition early Mon- 
day. Roybal and his daughter, Crys- 
tal, 18, a passenger, were treated at 
Holy Cross Hospital and released. 
The cause of the accident is under 
investigation, Brown said. 


TIMP 


Continued from B1 


She said center officials have pres- 
sured her son for the past few 
months to pay for his own medicine 
and to pay for services he has re- 
ceived in the past few years. 


“They can’t force him to do that. 
This is a public service, and they are 
supposed to take care of him. Last 
month they really put the pressure 
on him. I was under the impression 
he fell under a government-funded 
program.” 

No one realizes the damage the 
Timp scandal caused, she said. The 
center should have been able to up- 
date housing and programs a long 
time ago. 

“All of us parents have spent 10 to 
20 years trying to get a diagnosis for 
our kids. Finally Timp got a program 
going, and it’s terrible this has to 
happen. It is like somebody pulled 
the rug out from under our feet.” 

Barrows’ son Dale, 30, has been a 
client at the center for 13 years. 

Eichler said it is the center’s re- 
sponsibility to take care of the pa- 
tients, whether or not they can pay 
for services, and he doesn’t believe 
there will be a change. 

“The whole rat’s nest of the men- 
tal-health svstem is not well-under- 
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“We find people who fit the 
Ireland said. “Where they live 
material.” 


All seven positions on the bo 
appeals are filled by men. On 
lives in south Provo. 
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